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The Role of Wastewater Treatment System in Urban

Sustainable Development
Yibin Gu, Jiayin Wang, Ling Chen, Jianfu Zhao

(School of Environmental Science and Engineering, Tongji University, Shanghai200092, China)

Abstract; Water pollution is one of the most serious problems affecting Chinese urban sustainable develop-

ment. In this article main issues of unsustainable development pattern are analyzed through the discussion on the

natural and social characteristics of urban areas. Based on the review on the history of wastewater treatment technol-

ogies, a summary of Shanghai’s experience in water pollution control is made by taking Shanghai Eastern Sewer

Treatment Plant as a demonstration. Then, combining with the phased characteristics of current Chinese urban soci-

ety, the developmental direction of Chinese water pollution control technologies and urban wastewater treatment sys-

tems are given. Moreover, this article also elaborates on the potential social value of urban sewage treatment plants

and its important role in urban sustainable development.

Key words: wastewater treatment system; urban area; sustainable development; water pollution control;

wastewater treatment technology



